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Famous Trials of History. By The Rt. Honourable, The Earl of
Birkenhead. New York, George H. Doran Co., 1926. Pp. 319.
Price $4.00.
This book contains an untechnical account of twenty-three trials or
series of trials, famous in English history or interesting because of the
author's first-hand account of his participation in them. The first trial
described is that of Mary Queen of Scots. The last is the account of four
years of litigation ending in 1906, in the Ogden's Guinea Gold Cases, in
which the author was engaged, resulting from a trade war between Eng-
lish and American cigarette companies. Other interesting trials include
those of Captain Kidd, of Warren Hastings, and of Deacon Brodie. One
chapter deals with the plot to murder Mr. Lloyd George, another with the
Marconi scandal, and another with one phase of the famous Crippen murder
case. Geographically, the settings include many scenes at sea, and in
London, Jamaica, Southern Rhodesia, Liverpool and Canada. The author's
style is clear and direct; like that of a personal narrative. A law-
yer reading the book will find himself wishing often for further in-
formation in regard to technical details and points of law, but the author's
preface shows his object is amusement and entertainment. How well he
succeeds is indicated by the difficulty with which one lays down the book
before finishing the reading of all of it.
JAMES J. ROBINSON.
Indiana University School of Law.
Cases on Constitutional Law with Supplement, 1926. By James
Parker Hall. American Case Book Series. West Publishing
Company, St. Paul, 1926. Pp. 1867. Price $6.50.
The first edition of this book published by Dean Hall in 1913 has been
in almost universal use among American law schools where instruction in
the law is given by the case method. Since constitutional law in this
country deals with the interpretation of a written constitution whose terms
are very brief and, in many cases, general in nature, it is inevitable that
the constitutional law applied by the courts at any one time must be a
different thing in its detailed content at least from the constitutional law
applied by the same courts at other times. That is to say, the place of
constitutional law may be thought of as remaining the same, but the situa-
tions and changing interests to which those principles must be applied in
the rapidly changing economic and social conditions of our country make it
inevitable that only the most recent cases will suffice to answer definite
questions of constitutional interpretation. Thus it was most fortunate
that Dean Hall prepared a second edition of his casebook since even the
merits of the first edition could not have sufficed to make a useful tool for
students unless the cases since 1913 were made available for their use. In
his preface to the 1926 edition Dean Hall explains that the later cases
are stated in a supplement at the end of the book although there are de-
tailed references both for the case and the footnotes by which the instruc-
tor and the student may fit them into the proper pages in the original
casebook itself. Dean Hall expressed the hope that at an early date he
could blend the supplement into the main casebook with a reduction in
the number of pages required and with the addition of many further ref-
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erences to periodical material and fuller explanations in the foot notes.
The recent death of Dean Hall, deeply lamented by his many friends in all
parts of this country, precluded this later edition of his case book. We are
fortunate, however, in having the 1926 edition in which much of the ma-
terial that he himself would have used in his later edition is now available
to students.
Dean Hall greatly deplored the lack of adequate references to periodical
material in the supplement to his casebook and expressed the hope that
this could be rectified in the future. It seems to the reviewer that the ref-
erences to periodical material are just about as full in the supplement as
they are in the main part of the case book. It seems fair to say that the
practice of citing periodical material though admirable was not in general
use in 1913 and the supplement of 1926 does not impair the original material
in this respect. Particularly in certain instances one is unhappy not to
find references to periodical material and foot notes (by way of explana-
tion) in the supplement. For instance the case of Marshall v. Gordon
(p. 1459) is given with only inadequate references to other cases in the
notes and without any reference to the periodical discussions of the prin-
ciples involved that were available at the time the supplement was pub-
lished. An even more striking instance of that defect is the publication
of the Ben Avon case (p. 1526) without a single footnote of any kind
although it is one of the leading cases in that vexing field of judicial review
of administrative action which has been the subject of perhaps as much
comment in the legal periodicals as any case of modern times.
The supplement is composed of 414 pages. Here the reader will find
most, if not all, of the leading cases on constitutional law that have been
decided since 1913 with very helpful notes in most instances. It is un-
likely that the student or the instructor will find serious difficulty in work-
ing the material of the supplement into the right place in the first part
of the casebook. The supplement is constructed on the same plan as the
casebook itself with the same analysis and subdivisions of the subject.
The reviewer must admit that he sometimes feels that the consideration
of constitutional law cases according to the particular subdivisions of the
due process clause is unfortunate. Is it not possible to think of the due
process clause more as a unity rather than to consider that it requires a
certain treatment for a particular case to be allocated to one or another of
the subdivisions of the due process clause?
PAurL L. SAYRE.
Indiana Unitersity School of Law.
